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      Building on a remarkably successful 
South Dakota legislative session in 2016 for 
South Dakota Right to Life-supported pro-
life legislation, SDRTL again greatly appre-
ciates continued success in the recently-
completed 2017 session.   
Two far-reaching bills  
       The legislature revisited the Pain Capa-
ble Unborn Child Protection Act, passed by 
wide margins last year, that 
protected pain-cable unborn 
children from abortion. House 
Bill 1101, sponsored by Sen. 
Brock Greenfield and Rep. 
Steven Haugaard, increased 
the penalty of performing an 
abortion on a pain-capable 
unborn child from a Class 1 
misdemeanor to a Class 6 
felony.  
      This change put the pain-capable law 
more in line with other areas of South Dako-
ta abortion law. HB 1101 passed the House 
by a wide 58-8 margin and a 23-11 margin 
in the Senate and was signed by Gov. Den-
nis Daugaard on March 10. 
     Senate Bill 201 helps pregnant mothers 
who get caught up in the web of sex traffick-
ing. There has long been an associated 
connection between Planned Parent- 
hood’s business model and the practice of 
sex trafficking. SB 201 offers additional 
protections for pregnant mothers by requir-
ing abortion providers to provide the contact 
information for an organization that fights 
sex trafficking.  
     Sponsored by Sen. Stace Nelson and 
Rep. Lynne DiSanto, SB 201 overwhelming-
ly passed the Senate 33-0 and the House 
66-1. Gov. Daugaard signed it into law on 

March 10. Rep. Craig Tieszen (R-Dist. 34, 
Rapid City) was the sole vote against SB 
201 in the legislature.  
Pro-active approach 
     Highlighting opposition to the circulation 
of a petition to put assisted suicide to a vote 
in 2018, Senate Concurrent Resolution 11 
highlights some of the major problems 
commonly associated with the passage of 

assisted suicide laws and to 
reaffirm South Dakota’s com-
mitted opposition to assisted 
suicide. SCR 11 passed the 
Senate 32-3 and the House 67-
1 vote.  
     More details about these 
bills and other pro-life legisla-
tion can be found on the South 
Dakota Legislative Research 
Council’s website at www.sd 

legislature.gov.  
Thank you  
     Thank you for helping to advance pro-
tections for pregnant mothers and the un-
born–and educating the public about the 
dangers of assisted suicide. Your phone 
calls, emails, Facebook posts, Tweets, and 
other efforts, are much-appreciated.  
     SDRTL is also always grateful for its pro-
life allies in Pierre who help push pro-life 
legislation through and to our pro-life gover-
nor for signing these bills into law.  
     Without a unified pro-life front, it would 
be nearly impossible for SDRTL’s legislative 
committee and full-time lobbyist to make 
meaningful headway. It’s never too late to 
show appreciation. Take time now to thank 
your district’s legislators. www.legisla 
ture.gov facilitates easy email access. 
 

2017 Session: Overwhelming success! 

    Team effort 

    credited 

    for  

    continued 

    legislative  

    successes  

If ever there 

were an example 

of the proverbial 

road to destruc-

tion being paved 

with good inten-

tions, the assist-

ed suicide peti-

tion circulating 

in South Dakota 

would be Exhibit 

A.   

 

Go to page 6 for information  

about the dark origins of the 

assisted suicide petition that is 

circulating in South Dakota. Do 

not be hoodwinked by slick 

(oftentimes financially extrava-

gant) out-of-state attempts to play 

on voters’ emotions. Prescribing 

lethal drug doses so patients can 

privately kill themselves is never 

acceptable.  

By SDRTL Vice President Spencer Cody 
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Name____________________________________________________________ 
 

Address__________________________________________________________  
 

City________________________________ State_______ Zip______________ 

 
Email____________________________________  Phones________________ 

 

 

SDRTL  Donation/Membership Form 
Annual membership $30; Lifetime $300. Mail to 
SDRTL, PO Box 1032, Pierre, SD, 57501 or epay 
on sdrighttolife.org.    

If you receive a printed issue of LifeFacts,  
please attach your mailing label here: 

 
  

   South Dakota Right to Life maintains 

an office in Pierre at 314 S. Henry St. 

Write to SDRTL at P.O. Box 1032, 

Pierre, SD 57501. Phone 605-224-9181 

or toll free 877-216-1628 during Mon.-

Fri. business hours 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Website: sdrighttolife.org. Email: 

sdrighttolife@yahoo.com. 

    LifeFacts Editor Gloria Duenwald 

email: duenwald@venturecomm.net  or  

phone 605-948-2163.

   SDRTL is a non-profit, non-

denominational organization whose 

philosophy is that all innocent human 

life is inviolable and is to be guaran-

teed protection from conception until 

natural death. 

South Dakota Right to Life’s 12 Regions 

 

In addition to two members-at-large, each SDRTL region is 
entitled to two members on the SDRTL Board of Directors. 

There are openings. Call 605-224-9181 for details. 

Joyce Maras, Huron 
Chris Newton, Parkston 
Doug Schueller, Pierre 
Don Rausch, Rapid City 
Jerry Flahaven, Aberdeen 
Jon Hansen, Dell Rapids 

 

SDRTL Board of Directors Members 
President Fred Deutsch, Florence  

Vice President/Assistant Treasurer Spencer Cody, Hoven  
Secretary/NRLC Rep. Valerie Johnson, Mitchell 

Treasurer Mansour Karim, Pierre 
Past President Dan Hargreaves, Stickney 

 Dr. Shawn Van Gerpen, Sioux Falls 
Dana Randall, Aberdeen 
Debbie Pease, Centerville 
Anne Hanson, Watertown 
Dr. David Wachs, Aberdeen 
Rev. Craig Werling, Watertown 
 

Guests are welcome at Board of Directors meetings. The next 
meeting will be on Saturday, June 3, at Holy Trinity Church in 
Huron, beginning at 1 p.m. 

 

South Dakota Right to Life is looking for a dedicated individual who is interested in working 10 hours per week on average as 

a membership clerk and office assistant. The hours are very flexible. Preference will be given to individuals who are able to 

work in our Pierre office; however, skilled workers working remotely from other locations within South Dakota will be consid-

ered. Pay is hourly, competitive, and depends on experience. Responsibilities will include maintaining a database of organi-

zation contacts, updating and tracking memberships, reporting donations, membership reminders and requests, and various 

other tasks associated with the office and memberships as the Board of Directors requests. Requirements for this position 

include a knowledge of Microsoft Word, Excel, and Access along with an ability to keep track of and organize records and 

donations, and work with the Board of Directors to address issues as they arise. Contact Vice President Spencer Cody at 

spencercody@hotmail.com for more details or to send your resume. You can also call our office at 605-224-9181 for further 

information about this position. 

Up until June 1, SDRTL invites nomi-

nations for its most prestigious award, 

the South Dakota Humanitarian of the 

Year Award. Suggestions, along with 

reasons why those nominated are 

worthy of the honor, may be relayed to 

anyone on the SDRTL Board of Direc-

tors. Contact information: sdrightto- 

life.org>About Us>Board of Directors.  

SDRTL’s life-saving missions 
depend solely on your generosity 
 

mailto:spencercody@hotmail.com
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The conclusion that human life begins at sperm-egg fusion is uncontested, 
objective, based on the universally-accepted scientific method of distin-
guishing different cell types from each other and on ample scientific evi-
dence (thousands of independent, peer-reviewed publications).  
 
Moreover, that human life beings at sperm-egg fusion is entirely independ-
ent of any specific ethical, moral, political, or religious view of human life 
or of human embryos.  
 
Indeed, this definition does not directly address the central ethical question 
surrounding the embryo: What value ought society place on human life at 
the earliest stages of development?  
 
A neutral examination of the evidence merely establishes the onset of a new 
human life at a scientifically well-defined “moment of conception,” a con-
clusion that unequivocally indicates that human embryos from the one-cell 
stage forward are indeed living individuals of the human species; i.e., human 
beings.–Maureen Condic, Ph.D., associate professor of neurobiology and 
adjunct professor of pediatrics at the University of Utah School of Medicine  

When life begins: uncontestable science 
Am I ready 

for this  
baby?  

 
Sadly, when the an-
swer to that question 
for any number of rea-
sons is NO, there are 
moms who in moments 
of fear rationalize that 
they may justifiably end 
their  developing 
child’s life. 
 
Staff and volunteers at 
pregnancy help cen-
ters are often the same 
pro-life folks who vol-
unteer endlessly for 
right to life groups. 
They help distraught 
moms realize there is 
no reason dire enough 
to justify abortion. Help 
is immediate. Help is 
ongoing. 
 
They offer love, hope, 
friendship, information, 
practical help and re-
ferrals for as long as a 
woman needs it.  

Alpha Center Sioux Falls 605-361-3500. 
Bethany Christian Services Sioux Falls 605-336-6999. Rapid City 605-
343-7196. 
Birthright 1-800-550-4900. Brookings 605-692-2693. Pierre 605- 224-
6828. Rapid City 605-343-1732. 
CareNet Pregnancy Resource Center Rapid City 605-341-4477. 
Bella Pregnancy Center Spearfish 605-642-4140. 
Catholic Family Services  Aberdeen 605-226-1304. Pierre 605- 
224-6400. Sioux Falls 605-988-3775. Madison, Mitchell, Watertown, 
Sioux Falls, Yankton, Gettysburg, Highmore, Mobridge 800-700-7867. 
Britton, Milbank, Redfield, Webster 888-471-4673. 
Catholic Social Services Rapid City 800-727-2401 or 605-348-6086. 
Lutheran Social Services Aberdeen 605-229-1500. Sioux Falls 888-201-
5061 or 605-221-2346. Watertown 605-882-2740. Rapid City 800-260-
1439 or 605-348-0477. 
New Haven Counseling Sioux Falls 605-274-1556. 

Pro-Life Pregnancy Help Centers 

 
 

Hot Springs Area 
Right to Life holds 

mutliple events 
throughout the year. 
Pictured are chapter 
members holding a 

vigil on Jan. 23 com-
memorating the infa-

mous Jan. 22 U.S. 
Supreme Court Roe v. 

Wade decision. 
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South Dakota State 
University’s Jacks 
for Life pose in front 
of the Supreme 
Court building on 
the way to proudly 
joining thousands  
of pro-lifers for the 
annual March for 
Life on Washington 
D.C.’s National Mall. 
 

Thank you DeSmet Teens 4 Life for helping wrap 
10,000 unborn baby models to educate the public 
at fairs this summer.   

Younger generations step up to pro-life roles 

Occupy the public square wisely.  
Do not leave it to those who promote an anti-life mes-

Our battle to support life and encourage a world where every child gets a chance is really not a 
fight over laws. The fact is that if we can reach people about the sacredness and value of children 
from conception...we don’t need laws. 

To reach hearts and minds we can’t whine and shrilly yell.  
We need to use words that matter to those we need to speak to. 

We need to reach the “don’t cares” and the “haven’t thought about it” folks. 

Roe v. Wade is a science without regard for four decades of progress.  

Give the pro-abortion person you’re trying to reach the same dignity that you advocate for the unborn. 

Motivating tidbits from Lee Schoenbeck’s  
Hour of Reflection keynote address 

 

Suicide is a permanent “solution”  

to a temporary problem.  Phil Donahue 
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Proactive Rapid City folks rally  

     Rapid City pro-lifers outnumbered pro-abortion Planned Parenthood and 
NARAL (a national abortion promoter) facilitators by at least a three to one 
margin, as they peacefully and prayerfully gathered outside the Dahl Fine 
Arts Center’s Bruce Lein Cafe late in the afternoon of March 27. About 35 
pro-lifers, a diverse group including families with children and older folks, 
outnumbered the 10 or 11 pro-aborts inside.  
      Longtime Rapid City Pro-Life Activist Sue Jimmerson credits another 
longtime area activist, Al Carlson, and other pro-life friends with organizing 
the pro-life protest, making it clear that the Rapid City area would not allow 
a return of Planned Parenthood or any other NARAL-sympathetic abortion-
ist. Jimmerson also credits Carlson with being very instrumental in previ-
ously ridding Rapid City of Planned Parenthood, America’s largest abortion 
provider.  
      TV Station KEVN, a Black Hills Fox affiliate, sympathetically covered 
the café group, which hosted various generations of women telling what it 
was like before and after having access to abortion and contraception. Jim-
merson reported the pro-abortion group noted the peaceful and prayerful 
pro-lifers outside, whose message was to present truth instead of  the decep-
tion and lies that are prevalent among pro-abortion groups. Jimmerson re-
ported that “the Rapid City police did come by (perhaps called by the Dahl Cen-
ter), but assured us we were within our rights and our position was fine as long as 
we didn't block the entrance. We were on the sidewalk by the entrance, and, due to 
large glass windows in their meeting area, in full view of those inside.”   

Mark your calendars  

Saturday, September 23  
South Dakota  
Right to Life  

 
at the Abby of the Hills 

(former Blue Cloud Abby near Milbank) 

Marvin, South Dakota 
Contact Spencer Cody at spencercody@hotmail. 
com for more information or to be put on our 
convention update email list. 

Do they really 
believe the 
“my body, my 
choice” rheto-
ric? YOUR 

body is not the one being 
ripped apart for the crime of 
being inconvenient.–Online 
comment concerning the gen-
erally pro-abortion women’s 
marches following President 
Trump’s inauguration 

The Morning-After Pill. The Morning 
After Pill is a high dose birth control 
pill. It works in various ways: Some-
times by preventing eggs from being 
released. Sometimes by inhibiting 
sperm. And, regrettably, sometimes 
by preventing implantation of a newly 
conceived child in his/her mother’s 
uterus, which results in the death of 
the developing baby. 
 
Hormonal Birth Control Pills. “The 
pill” does not always prevent ovula-
tion. Studies done by birth control 
manufacturers themselves state that 
only about half of women using hor-
monal (so-called) “contraception” 
actually cease ovulating. At least half 

of the time, hormonal methods thin 
the uterine wall so that a developing 
baby cannot implant and is spontane-
ously aborted. 
 
Depro-Provera, Norplant, “the 

patch,” and Intra-Uterine Devices. 

Injure the lining of the uterus, making 

it unsuitable for implantation to begin 

or be sustained, again causing a 

spontaneous abortion.  

 

Chemical Abortions. In 2000, the 

U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

authorized the use of oral chemical 

abortion pills up to 49 days after ferti-

lization. Sometimes called “medical 

abortion.” Require a minimum of two 

visits to an abortion facility. Use a 

combination of two drugs, mifepris-

tone, also known as RU-486, and 

misoprostol, taken orally over three 

days.  

 

In Vitro Fertilization. Eggs and 

sperms unite in a petri dish. Because 

it is a common practice to implant 

several developing embryos in a 

mother’s womb, the process typically 

results in the spontaneous loss of 

several lives. Thousands of unused 

embryos are frozen every year, often 

eventually discarded or used for ex-

perimentation. 

Read NATIONAL RIGHT TO LIFE NEWS at http://www.nrlc.org/news/ 

mailto:spencercody@hotmail.com
mailto:spencercody@hotmail.com
http://www.nrlc.org/news/
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The Dark Origins of South Dakota’s Assisted Suicide Petition 
 If ever there were an example of the proverbial road to destruction being paved with good inten-
tions, South Dakota’s assisted suicide petition currently making its rounds would be exhibit A. To 
watch the petition and its supporters slowly devolve into the depths of the culture of death should be 
shocking and terrifying to all South Dakotans. While the petition is similar to the tragic and horrific 
Oregon and Washington State assisted suicide laws, the origins of South Dakota’s petition is especially 
disturbing. 
 
 In order to understand why we may end up voting on assisted suicide in 2018 if this petition succeeds, 
we must go back to where it started in South Dakota. Let us rewind the clock to February 2016. Angie Albonico 
of Spearfish testified before the Senate Health and Human Services Committee as a vocal proponent of Senate 
Bill 171, a bill legalizing medical marijuana. (South Dakota Right to Life does not have a position, nor will it 
ever, on marijuana legalization.) In her moving testimony, Albonico described the plight of her own illness and 
her son’s and  how SB 171 could ease his suffering. “Imagine if this was your story," Albonico said as she 
finished her testimony. "Imagine if this was your child. Imagine if this was your daily struggle."  
 
 SB 171 eventually died in the House a couple of weeks later, and Angie Albonico realized that 
medical marijuana was not going to be a reality in South Dakota in 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 As the calendar turned to 2017, Albonico and her assisted suicide supporters continued their 
shocking transformation, as they steadily cannibalized the medical marijuana movement. (Again, SDRTL 
does not have a position, nor will it ever, on marijuana legalization). As 2017 continues into Spring and 
the petition circulates, the stark irony of a movement once inspired to help people is now obsessed with 
their premature, early demise; it withers everything it touches! 
  
 The “Death with Dignity” slogan popping up on t-shirts and coffee mugs sports a tree of 
“compassion” and “love.” The deceptive term “Death with Dignity” tries to hide the true reality of what as-
sisted suicide promoters are advocating, for there is no death more undignified than one hastened by 
assisted suicide.  
 
 One should never lose sight of the noose the “Death with Dignity” tree has around South Dakota’s 
disabled, mentally ill, and terminally ill. Whether you sign their petition or not or allow them at your busi-
ness or event will determine if anyone ever swings from their tree of death. We must all stand together to 
resist this emerging threat to the right to life of those South Dakotans who are among the most vulnerable. 

That was the point when Albonico’s advocacy started to take a very dark and twisted turn. 
The woman who had spent much of her life fighting and advocating for the treatment and 
care and rights of the disabled and terminally ill was by the end of 2016 pushing forward 
with a petition that would put all of the people she had spent her life championing into an 
early grave–and would instead leave South Dakota’s disabled and terminally ill individuals 
perceived as a permanently diminished segment of society. 

 
From life’s beginning to its 
natural end, all innocent 
human life – particularly 
including the lives of those 
who are most vulnerable – 
is worthy of respect and 
protection. 
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FOR DONATIONS IN MEMORY OF . . . 

(Updated to March 22) 

FOR DONATIONS OF $50 OR MORE . . . 
Aberdeen Julie Kusler; Britton Terrill & Sara Sorensen; Brookings Lou & Loren Hesler; Colton Susan Baumberger; Corsica Keith & Val 
Vanden Hoek; Dell Rapids Right to Life; Hoven Jerry & Vicki Rausch; Ipswich Anna Heier; Menno Willard & Donna Zeeb; Milbank Ardell & 
Marge Nelson; Rapid City Tim & Jeaniene Sullivan; Redfield Crystal Appel; Reliance Joel & Joni Bich; Sioux Falls Richard & Darlene 
Bartscher, Esther Herther; Turton Terry & Valerie Vogel; Vermillion Donald & Marcia Hovden; White Pastor Paul McDowell; Wilmont Leon 
& Cynthia Kruse; Goodyear, Ariz. Lorie Laws; Beaumont, Tex. Jonna Watson 

Thank You! 
Welcome,  
New/Renewing Members 
 
Those donating $30 or 
more are members 

 

Mary Lou Knippling  
from her husband Donald  
   and families  
from Jonna Watson  
from Wayne Yost  
from Joyce Yost  
from Kathy Yost  
from Cathy Brown  
from Rita Williams  
from Fischer, Rounds, &  
   Associates 
 

IN HONOR OF . . . 

Frank & Bertha Zimmer 
from their daughter Monica Pruys  
Lauretta C. Braun 
from her husband Arnold  
Luke Melius 
Dori Jones 
from Denise & Dwight Melius  
Joe C. Heier 
from Anna M. Heier  
Marjorie Beckel 
from Dana Randall 
 
 
 

Grant & Linda Geister 
from Jack & Linda Lovett  
SDRTL Board Members 
from Dana Randall 

———  
Praying to end abortion 
from Hahn Engineering, Inc. 
 

 

 

SDRTL supports its multitude of 

pro-life endeavors solely from do-

nations from folks like you. Please 

encourage those who have lost a 

loved one to consider the follow-

ing: “In lieu of flowers, the family 

requests memorials be directed to 

South Dakota Right to Life, P.O. 

Box 1032, Pierre, SD 57501. 

     WASHINGTON – The National 
Right to Life Committee (NRLC), the 
federation of 50 state right-to-life 
affiliates (including South Dakota 
Right to Life), commends President 
Donald Trump for his selection of 
Judge Neil Gorsuch to fill the U.S. 
Supreme Court seat vacated by the 
February 2016 death of Justice Anto-
nin Scalia. 
     “All too often, our efforts to 
protect unborn children and other 
vulnerable humans have been 
overridden by judges who believe 
they have a right to impose their 
own policy preferences,” said Carol 
Tobias, president of National Right to 
Life. “We are heartened that Judge 
Gorsuch appears to share Justice 
Scalia’s view that federal judges 
are constrained to enforce the text 
and original intent of constitutional 
provisions, and on all other mat-
ters should defer to democratically 
elected lawmakers.” 
     As a judge on the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 10

th
 Circuit since 

2006, Gorsuch has not reviewed any 
state or federal abortion laws. How-
ever, he showed support for con-
science rights in two cases involving 
Obama- care mandates. He dissent-
ed from a ruling hostile to Utah’s 
attempts to curb funding for Planned 
Parenthood (Planned Parenthood 
Association of Utah v. Herbert). Gor-
such’s 2006 book The Future of As-
sisted Suicide and Euthanasia ar-
gued against the legalization of as-
sisted suicide, and defended the idea 
that “human life is fundamentally and 
inherently valuable, and that the in-
tentional taking of human life by pri-
vate persons is always wrong.” 
     “Pro-life legislators and activ-
ists nationwide can have high con-
fidence that as a Supreme Court 
justice, Neil Gorsuch will not join 
those who have nullified past ef-
forts to protect the lives of unborn 
children and other vulnerable hu-
mans,” said Douglas D. Johnson, 
senior policy advisor for National 
Right to Life. 

 

This  over-
whelming 
addiction to 
the court-
room as the 

place to debate social poli-
cy is bad for the country 
and bad for the judiciary.––
U.S. Supreme Court Judge 
Neil Gorsuch 

Many thanks, also, to 
much-appreciated  

pro-lifers who, with even 
greater sacrifice, donate 

smaller amounts 
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44th Hour of Reflection – Winning the War for Life...Words Matter 

 
 
 
Balmy weather, an exception  
for Life Chain Walks that  
annually precede the  
Hour of Reflection, greeted the 
record number of pro-lifers who 
walked for several blocks around 
the Capitol. Here, some of the 
nearly 300 sign carriers stretch 
several blocks along US Hwy. 14. 

Pro-lifers fill 
the Capitol 
rotunda at the 
annual Hour of 
Reflection in 
Pierre, over-
flow into its 
wings and on 
up the stairs to 
the 2nd level 
balcony. 

 

Life Chain walkers pose on the Capitol steps for a 
group picture before enjoying a quick snack pro-
vided by Pierre’s Catholic Daughters. 


